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Menzies College Social Sciences Department Level 1 History 2016

Lesson 1: Introducing the topiec.

SLO: By the end of the lesson students will be able to identify and give a brief history of 4 monuments in the district.

Activities for students:

Using the attached images ask students to list all the words they can think of relating to each one of the
images (Glencoe Monument, Wyndham War Memorial, Menzies Memorial and Tuturau Monument).

e This can be done in small groups, individually or as a class. You could even display these around the
room as a graffiti task on large sheets of paper. Give time for the students to record their thoughts and
ideas.

e Feedback these thoughts and ideas to a larger group. The class may even be able to name the
monument and say where you would find them.

| suspect students will not know much about some of these monuments. Get students to research on their
phones each monument for 15 minutes to come up with 15 facts on each.

Discuss the significance of these monuments in class and whether or not they knew anything about them
prior to the lesson. Relate back to historical significance.

Go on to introduce the monument — Tuturau. You will need to do some reading about it.

Introductory notes for students

The monument at Tuturau was erected in 1937 to commemorate 100 years since Te Puoho’s raid on Tuturau. The raid
was an important historical battle after a number of skirmishes between Maori around the 1830’s.



Lesson 2: Setting the scene.

SLO: By the end of the lesson students will be able to explain the geographic location and significance of Mataura and
Tuturau

Setting the scene in early Murikihu — students to copy into books

There were never huge numbers of Maori in Southland. The main settlements were at or in the neighbourhood of
Waikawa, Bluff, Ruapuke Island, Stewart Island, Oreti, Riverton, Colac Bay, Pahia, Waiau River mouth, Manapouri, Te
Anau, Kingston and Tuturau.

e [ocate these settlements on a map then give reasons why Maori were located there briefly, using local
geographic knowledge.

Tuturau appears to be a popular stopping off place for Maori travelling from inland centres to the coastal regions of
Ruapuke Island, the stronghold of the Southern Tribes.

We are unsure how many lived in the area but the Mataura river and extensive areas of bush ensured a plentiful food
supply. Some Maori may have stopped on their way to the Titi Titi (muttonbird) islands or to collect flax as there are
numerous peat swamps in the area or to collect kana kana eels.

The settlement at Tuturau has been referred to as a pa or kaik (unfortified village).

e Read the fact sheets on the Titi Titi islands and/or kana kana eels and complete the resource
interpretation questions.
¢ If you are short of time you may want to adapt these tasks to suit.



Lesson 3: New Zealand in a wider context

SLO: By the end of the lesson students will be able to explain how the musket became a valued possession of Maori

Students should have studied the Treaty of Waitangi at some stage so may have already seen this clip. It sets the
scene and re jigs the student’s memory on the musket wars in 19*" century New Zealand.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-Tot1ShGv4

Following this students can copy in the following notes from Te Ara:

The intertribal wars of the 19t century saw battles in many parts of New Zealand and an ‘arms race’ involving a
number of tribes.

After Europeans brought muskets to New Zealand they became an important commodity that Maori tribes wanted.
Tribes that wanted muskets had to increase their production of potatoes and pigs, which were the common currency
for a musket. Normally one musket could cost up to 200 baskets of potatoes or up to 15 pigs. As more tribes
purchased the muskets the price declined. The Maori tribes that had these guns learnt tactics for using firearms and
designed pa’s to protect against attack from a musket. The inter-tribal conflict changed from traditional hand to hand
combat to fighting at a distance.

The musket wars were New Zealand’s most geographically widespread conflict from the far north to the far south.
Even the Chatham Islands experienced conflict.

With the arrival of European ships Maori could travel greater distances. Ngati Tama chief Te Puoho travelled the
length of the South Island as we will learn.

For lessons 4 on wards see unit plan
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Map showing the Titi Islands where mutton

birding takes place.

Source: http://www.oikonos.org/projects/titi.htm accessed 10" November 2016
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Titl = muttonbirding

by Philip Lyver, Jamie Newman and the Rakiura TitT Islands Administering Body
Source: http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/titi-muttonbirding/print accessed 10" November 2016

Muttonbirds, or sooty shearwaters, are known to Maori as titi. These seabirds, according to one 18th-century
commentator, taste remarkably like sheep meat. Muttonbirds are harvested by Rakiura {Stewart Island)
Maori, the Maori people of New Zealand’s southernmost region. Their cultural legacy includes travelling once
a year to the 36 islands around the southern tip of the country, where the birds are a prized catch.

Muttonbirding in New Zealand

The muttonbird, titi, or sooty shearwater (Puffinus griseus), is a member of the petrel family of seabirds
(Procellariidae). The birds have dark brown plumage, with silvery-white markings under the wings. At breeding
time in late November they dig burrows in the ground, where they lay a single egg.

Humans have hunted petrels since earliest times. Archaeological data indicates that petrels were widely
distributed throughout prehistoric New Zealand, and later regularly harvested by Maori, although to what
extent remains uncertain.

The collecting of muttonbird chicks is one of the few remaining large-scale harvests of any petrel species in
the world, and is commonly known as muttonbirding. The term refers to the collecting of chicks or fledglings
of small to medium-size. Although the exact origin of the English name is unclear, it appears to come from an
18th-century account of the harvest of wedge-tailed shearwaters (Puffinus pacificus) on Norfolk Island, where
the chicks were described as being remarkably fat with meat resembling mutton.

A number of other petrel species have been harvested in New Zealand, although on a much smaller scale. A
few grey-faced petrels (Pterodroma macroptera gouldi) are caught by Hauraki Maori from islands in the
Aldermen (Ruamahua) Group off the Coromandel Peninsula.

Rakiura Maori rights to muttonbirding

Rakiura (Stewart Island) Maori, the Maori people of New Zealand’s southernmost region and their
descendants, have rights to gather muttonbirds on 36 islands, known as the Titi Islands, around Stewart
Island. They can harvest chicks each year from 1 April to 31 May. Under the TitT (Muttonbird) Islands
Regulations 1978, people can arrive from 15 March to prepare for the season.

The muttonbirding rights of Rakiura Maori are also guaranteed by the 1864 Deed of Cession of Stewart Island.
Under subsequent regulation, 18 of the Titi Islands are termed Beneficial Islands, to which only certain Rakiura
Maori families have joint ownership and right of access. The remaining 18 are known as the Rakiura TitT
Islands, which up until the Ngai Tahu Claims Settlement Act 1998 were also known as the Crown Tit7 Islands.
Prior to 1998 they were owned and controlled by the Crown, subject to the right of Rakiura Maori to harvest

tith.



Rakiura Maori have used muttonbirds for food, as a trade item, and for their feathers and down. The harvest
has huge cultural and economic significance.

Muttonbirds are plentiful, and in recorded history Rakiura Maori have never imposed a catch quota. Harvest-
management systems on each of the islands are determined by traditional guidelines (kaitiakitanga) or by the
muttonbirders who arrive there before 1 April. There are two main forms of management:

o Aclosed system, where families have a designated harvesting area

» An open system, where individuals have the right to harvest chicks from anywhere on the island.
Muttonbirding systems have changed over the years, depending on the method most preferred by the
Rakiura beneficiaries and the 18 Crown Titi Islands at the time.

Getting to the TitT Islands

Access to the islands has traditionally been by boat, and this continues to be the main way of transporting the
large quantities of equipment that are required. Helicopters are now often used, making it quicker and safer
to unload the boats, and giving people more freedom to come and go.

Harvesting

The harvesting of sooty shearwaters, muttonbirds or titT is divided into two stages: nanao, when chicks are
extracted from their burrows; and rama, when they are caught above ground under torchlight.

Nanao
The nanao period usually lasts from 1 to 22 April, although this may vary from year to year and between

islands.

Muttonbirders work during daylight to take chicks from their burrows. Each burrow holds a single chick.
Harvesters lie on the ground and reach into the nest chamber to catch and carefully manoeuvre the chick out.
If it cannot be reached from the entrance, muttonbirders sometimes dig a hole and pull it out. Great care is
taken to seal the hole with a puru (earthern plug) to prevent water from entering the chamber or collapsing it.

Once the chick is removed from the burrow it is quickly killed and pressure is applied to its abdomen so it
regurgitates any proventricular oil or stomach contents. Some muttonbirders then plug the throat with
feathers or dirt to stop any remaining stomach contents leaking out and soiling the feathers, as this makes

plucking difficult.

Rama
The rama period can last from mid-April until 31 May, but harvesting usually stops by 15-20 May because
most chicks have fledged and left the islands. The moon and the weather largely govern harvesting during this

period.

Muttonbirders work at night by torchlight or with lanterns to catch chicks when they emerge from their
burrows to exercise their developing wings. Chicks prefer to come out on dark, moonless nights, especially
when there is wind and rain. In such conditions, muttonbirders are able to catch the most birds in the least

time.



Processing

Once muttonbirds have been caught and killed they are transported to the workhouse for processing. About
five chicks are tied to each end of a length of flax or twine and either carried back to the workhouse or, where
possible, sent down wires running from the hillsides to the workhouses. Processing is highly labour intensive,
and the methods used vary between families. The following is a general description of the main procedures.

Plucking

Chicks are plucked as soon as possible after they have been caught — the feathers are easier to remove while
the birds are still warm. For this reason some muttonbirders like to pluck their birds while still out in the
birding ground. Plucking is done by hand, or by a purpose-built machine powered by a generator. Machine
plucking puts less strain on hands and fingers and is marginally faster. By way of comparison, an experienced
muttonbirder can usually hand-pluck a chick in about 46 seconds, and a machine in 40 seconds. Care is taken
not to rip the birds’ skin as this reduces its value.

Waxing

When the feathers have been plucked, a layer of fine down and pin feathers (new growth) remains. These are
usually removed with hot wax. After the birds’ wings and feet have been cut off, their bodies are dipped into a
copper vat of molten wax floating on hot water. When the wax has cooled and solidified around the bird, it is
cracked and peeled off, taking the downy feathers with it and exposing a clean white body. The wax is
recycled every season. In the past, muttonbirders would dip the chicks into large pots of hot water and rub off

the down by hand.

Preserving

The clean chicks are hung for a period. They are then split longitudinally through the breastbone and their
internal organs are removed. Each chick is graded by size, covered with salt, and packed into 10-litre plastic
buckets for storage. Preserved in this way and kept cool, the birds can keep for a year or more.

Packaging

Before plastic buckets were common, different types of storage containers were used, including large tins and
wooden barrels. More traditional are poha — bags made of hollowed, inflated blades of bull kelp, enclosed in
strips of totara bark and placed in flax baskets. A few Maori still use kelp bags, some using the birds’ own fat
instead of salt as a preservative; this is called titi-poha or titi-tahu. On occasion the chicks are preserved
without having their stomachs removed — these birds are known as titi-puku.

The future of muttonbirding

Rakiura Maori have initiated a long-term research programme with the University of Otago to monitor the
birds and assess the effects of harvesting. Studies carried out in 1999 and 2002 have indicated that on some
harvested and unharvested islands populations have fallen by 30-40% over the last two decades. The decline
has been partly linked to climatic phenomena such as the El Nifio Southern Oscillation, a periodic warming of
the ocean. Also, muttonbirds are often killed as by-catch in commercial fisheries in the northern Pacific.
Preliminary estimates of sustainability and management recommendations will begin to emerge from the
studies by 2008, guiding the practice of muttonbirding to ensure the birds remain plentiful.



A personal account of muttonbirding

Ailsa Cain recollects her childhood experiences of muttonbirding.

Getting together

The most important thing for me when muttonbirding as a child was the way we got together as a family. We
lived in Milton and would drive down to Bluff, where we would take a fishing boat to Papatea (Green Island).
At that time there were only three houses being used on the island. Attached to the house where we stayed
was a workshop for processing the muttonbirds. In addition, there was a pluck hut on the manu (birding
ground). It had a coal range, radio and seats, but was otherwise pretty basic.

Different jobs

Jobs were allocated by age. The little kids were the unwaxers (where the wax is peeled off to remove the
down). Then you graduated to a gutter. You knew that you would not become a wax dipper or salter until you
were about 50. We stayed on the island for around a month and had to do our school work and write a diary.
The jobs | remember disliking were throwing the guts away and collecting firewood.

Daily routine

We would get up around 9 a.m. and have breakfast. Then we would do school work and help out around the
house. We would have lunch and do some work related to the muttonbirds. Then we’d go out to play on the
beach or in the bush before coming home about 4 p.m. to go to bed. We’d get up at about 6 p.m., have tea,
and then walk out to the manu. We would catch and pluck muttonbirds, with us kids usually going home
about 11 p.m. If we were good and carried some birds back, our mum would read us a story and give us a
girdle scone (a flat scone also known as a soda scone).

My enduring memory of this time is the absolute freedom we had as children to freely explore the bush and
seashore. These places were totally unspoilt by people, as no one was allowed on the island other than during

muttonbird season, between 1 April and 31 May.

Big South Cape Island

We later decided to go to another manu on Taukihepa (Big South Cape Island) because it was where my taua
(grandmother) Naina used to bird as a girl. There are a lot more people and birds on this island compared to
when we birded there as children. Some people now travel there by helicopter, leaving from Bluff or Riverton.
Some people continue to travel from Bluff or Riverton by fishing boat, which can take up to nine hours. Others
take the catamaran that leaves from Bluff, and this takes only four hours. Before, we tended to be a lot more
conscious of our supplies because they had to last for the entire season. However, now with so many boats
and helicopters calling in, it is much easier to get provisions, mail and the newspaper.

On this island we got to see many more ways of doing things. The manu is not as spread out and sparse as the
one on Papatea, so the process is more intensive for the plucker — more birds are caught in a shorter time,
and they have to be plucked while they are still warm.

We've found that by being on Big South Cape Island we have formed closer ties with the other families that
bird there. Because birds don’t come out during a full moon, this is a great time to get together with nearby
families and socialise. It's a rare occasion, because harvesting and processing is so intensive the rest of the

time.



External links and sources

More suggestions and sources

» Anderson, A. ‘Historical and archaeological aspects of muttonbirding in New Zealand.” New Zealand Journal

of Archaeology 6 (1997): 35-55.

e Lyver, P.O'B., and H. Moller. ‘Modern technology and customary use of wildlife: the harvest of sooty
shearwater (Puffinus griseus) by Rakiura Maori as a case study.” Environmental Conservation 26, no. 4
(1999): 280-288.

o Lyver, P. O'B., H. Moller, and C. Thompson. ‘Changes in sooty shearwater (Puffinus griseus) chick
production and harvest precede ENSO events.” Marine Ecology Progress Series 188 (1999): 237-248.

 Richdale, L. E. Maori and mutton-bird. Dunedin: Otago Daily Times and Witness Newspapers, 1946.

» Wilson, Eva. Titi heritage: the story of the Muttonbird Islands. Invercargill: Craig Print, 1979.

More links and websites

« Te Rinanga o Ngai Tahu — four specific sites
http://ngaitahu.iwi.nz/ngai-tahu/the-settlement/settlement-offer/cultural-redress/ownership-and-
control/four-specific-sites/

The Ngai Tahu website includes information about cultural redress under the terms of the Crown
settlement offer. Among the four specific sites discussed on this page are the Crown Tit7 Islands.

» The titi project
http://www.otago.ac.nz/titi
The website of the research project that aims to assess the sustainability of traditional muttonbirding by
Rakiura Maori.

o Titi, the sooty shearwater
http://www.nzbirds.com/birds/titi.html
On the New Zealand birds website, this page has a descriptive account and photographs of muttonbirds.

Philip Lyver, Jamie Newman and the Rakiura Tit7 Islands Administering Body, 'Titi - muttonbirding', Te Ara -
the Encyclopedia of New Zealand, http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/titi-muttonbirding/print (accessed 10
November 2016)

Full story by Philip Lyver, Jamie Newman and the Rakiura Tit7 Islands Administering Body, published 12 Jun
2006



Images of Titi in kelp bags

Source: http://folksong.org.nz/te manu titi/index.htm! accessed 10" November 2016




Te Manu Titi song

Listen to the song on http://folksong.org.nz/te manu _titi/index.html

Southern Maori harvest the chicks of titT, or muttonbirds, from offshore breeding grounds every autumn.

Murihiku® kai Murihiku taoka?
Rakiura3 kai Rakiura takata®

Te manu titP te take manu kai e
Moutere titT whitia Te Ara a Kiwa® e
Te Poho o Waitai”

Poutama Taukihepa
Rerewhakaupoko e

Horomamae Kaihuka
Tamaitemioka

Te Wharepuaitaha e

Whakatau® wakawaka e

Te manu titi te take manu kai e

Ka mabhi tTtT takata Rakiura e

Te nanao®

me te rama™

Herea ka hui manu

Hutihuti huruhuru e

Tutua i ona hinu?

Ko te huahua manu

Purua te poha® e

Hei te Tohu Raumati e (tohu raumati)*

Te manu titT Kai2 Tahu rakatira? e
Te manu titt Mamoe kahuraki? e
titia e kokoia e ara e

Te manu titl

Footnotes

Southland food and a Southland delicacy,
Stewart Island food for Stewart Islanders.

The muttonbirding grounds are the source of poultry to eat
They are on islands at the other side of Foveaux Strait
Wedge Island?

Evening Island

Solomon's Island®

Owen and Breaksea Islands

Tamaitemioka

and one of the Breaksea islets.

the division of the harvesting area has been settled upon

The muttonbird grounds are the source of poultry to eat
You do muttonbirding work around Stewart Island
Reach in to the burrows and grab the chicks

Shine a torch to catch the older ones running around.
Tie up a bundle of birds

Pluck their feathers

cook them in their own fat

to preserve them

cram them into kelp bags

to show our traditional ownership (as summer food stores)!4

The muttonbird grounds are esteemed by Ngai Tahu
and are treasured by Mamoe people.

Stabbed and dug up, but they still revive

Those muttonbird grounds.

1. Murihiku => Muri Hiku => Rear Tail => tail end of Maui's canoe => Southland province.

2. Taoka, Takata, Kai Tahu, Kahuraki, Rakatira - this is the South Island pronunciation and spelling for words usually found

in Maori dictionaries spelt Taonga, Tangata, Ngai Tahu, Kahurangi and Rangatira

3. Rakiura => Raki Ura => Rangi Ura => Sky Glowing => Where there are glowing lights in the sky => Where you see the
Aurora Australis or Southern Lights => Stewart Island. Actually until the 20th century the people there used to

pronounce it "Lakiula."

Maori navigators pictured the map of New Zealand as Maui in a canoe pulling up a sting-ray, so Stewart Island was also
known as Te Pungo-o-te-Waka-o-Maui, the anchor stone of Maui's Canoe. Nelson province was the canoe's bow,
Wellington harbour the stingray's mouth, the East and West Capes the ray's fins, and Northland its tail.



5. Manu, - We all know "manu" means 'birds,' but here "manu" is technical shorthand for an extended family's bird
harvesting territory. Each muttonbirding island is divided into a number of manu, with boundaries defined by
geographic features. Manu are sub-divided into 5a wakawaka, a descent group's portion of a harvesting area.

6. Te Ara a Kiwa - Kiwa's pathway, Foveaux Strait, separating Stewart Island from the South Island. Kiwa was the first
navigator to sail around New Zealand. He was here about 800 years ago, and left a few kiore rats behind. When Kiwa
arrived there were seabirds nesting in burrows over all the country. About 2 million pairs are still nesting on the rat-free
islets off the coast of Stewart Island, and there are remnant nesting sites in some rugged, remote parts of the mainland,
but there may have been 100 million nests in pre-human times. The seabirds' inland nesting habits were important in
transferring nutrients from the sea to the land. Their nitrogen-and-phosphate-rich excrement, and the remains of eggs,
chicks and adults that died ashore nourished the forest ecosystems in which they lived.

7.Names of the muttonbirding islands - There are 36 small islets 500 m to 5 km across, dotted around Stewart Island. The
muttonbirding islands listed in this song are mostly in the south-west. The following names have also been listed in
newspapers as muttonbirding islands. Entrance Island (Tia), Refuge Island (Herekopare or Marama), Long Island
(Kanaiwera or Taukiepa), Moggy Islands (Moki nui and Moki iti), The Breaksea Group (Wharepuaitaha, Rakawhakakura,
Kaihuka and Te Pomata kia rehu), Stage Island (Poho o tairea), Bench Island {Te Wahi Taua), Return or Bates Island (Te
Moutere o te Wharerimu), First Island (Kane), Codfish Island (Whenua Hou). Timore is south of Stage Island, Te Maka
near Easy Harbour, Kai Mohu north of Solomon Island, Putahinu, Huirapa and Te Mai o te Mioka are three islets near
Wedge Island. Motunui/Hotunui, Haremai te Raki and Kani te Toi are in the Fancy Group, and Pukeweka is the second

islet north of Long Island.

8. Solomon's Island - Horomona (Solomon) Paitu, a convert of Bishop Selwyn and a catechist, was the chief who
controlled Rere Whakaupoko. He built a church on it, so that the mutton-birders and seal takers did not neglect their

spiritual affairs.

9. Whakatau - a decision or settlement. There has been conflict about manu rights at times. In 1909, an Arowhenua man
took action against a man from Bluff for evicting him from Horomamoe Island. Eventually the Native Land Court in 1914
and in 1921 decided the names of those who were entitled to go to each titi island.

10. Nanao - to feel with the hand and grab. In April the young chicks are still in their burrows, which the parent birds dig
to protect their chicks from predatory birds and sealions while they are out at sea catching fish. If the burrow is extra

long you have to use a shovel first.

11. Rama - this is the 18th century Tahitian and South Island variant of marama, the moon. However, when the
Shearwater chicks come out of their burrows in May to exercise their wings, they avoid predators by exiting only on
pitch-dark moonless nights. So rama became the technical term for using artificial "moonlight" to catch them. In pre-
electric days, flax-stalks were probably soaked in fat from the cooked muttonbirds and then set alight. You may like to
experiment: what is the longest time you can get a torch like this to burn for?

12. Tutua - literally "to be stood together"(?) They were of course cooked first, and the solidified fat, the bag, and the
cool autumn temperatures preseverved them. Perhaps tutua is another technical term (?)

13. Poha - The bags for holding the birds are made from bull kelp. The giant sea weed is cut into lengths four feet long
and two feet wide. The worker inserts his hand along the inside honey-comb until a bag is formed, with about two
inches left unbroken around the edges. The bag was inflated and secured for three days, and then left in a cool place to
soften. Flax or totara bark was used as its protective covering. But nowdays the birds are not cooked but salted, and

then stored in plastic buckets.

14. Tohu Raumati - tohu raumati, spelt with small letters, is "food stores of summer."Tohu Raumati, with capitals, is the
name of a sacred food container used to symbolize ownership of the bounty from the land.

Information gleaned from W. A. Taylor {1952) "Lore and History of the South Island Maori



ART. XIII.—Nature-iore of the Southern Maori.

By H. BEATTIE.
Communicated by H. D. SKINNER.

[Read before the Otago Institute, 9th December, 1919, received by Editor, 31st December, 1919; issued
separately, 4th June, 1920.]

In collecting the traditions and place-names of the Maori of Otago and Southland I have gathered a great
mass of information, some of which has recently been published elsewhere. There remains, however, a
considerable quantity of material which has never been printed, and some of this relating to nature may
be of interest. It must be understood that I am not trying to deal exhaustively with the various phases of
this extensive subject, but simply to record what the southem Maori have occasionally said to me about
it. The Maori gave me some nine hundred place-names hitherto unrecorded by the pakeha, and it was
while giving these names that they mentioned the following facts. Where the terms “North” and “South”
are used, reference is made to the districts north or south of Timaru, Canterbury.

THE KANAKANA, OR LAMPREY.

The general name for the lamprey is piharau in the North and kana-kana in the South. One of my
informants said that there are at least four different kinds of kanakana, or, if counted as all one species,
the Maori had names for them at four separate stages or at different sizes. These hames are—(1) 7e-ika-
tukituki-way, (2) te-ika-totoe-wai, (3) matua-iwi-papaho, (4) te ru. Some rivers might have all four kinds,
and other rivers fewer. They went up certain rivers only, and they shunned others for no apparent
reason; but evidently something in the water, either in taste or in plant or animal life, or in the situation
of rocks, &c., attracted or repelled them. My informant added that the kanakana would not come up the
Karoro Creek, but swarmed up the Molyneux River, whose mouth is about two miles distant. They
proceed up the rivers until they find their passage barred by rocks, and to these rocks they cling with
their sucker-like mouths and are easily caught. One of my informants combated the statement that

the kanakana lived on whitebait, saying that its food was the kohuwaij, a green mossy growth which
adheres to the rocks.

The most famous of the spots where the Maori assembled every October and November to catch the
lampreys was Te Au-nui (Mataura Falls). Only certain Aapu (families) had the right to fish there, and each
family had a strictly defined pa (fishing spot), the right to which had been handed down from their
ancestors. The names of some of these pa were (1) Wai-kana, (2) O-te-hakihaki, (3) Rerepari, (4)
Mataniho-o-Hukou, (5) Mupuke-a-Rahui (6) Otautari. The names of the others are forgotten.

The falls on the Pomahaka River named Opurere were also a celebrated kanakana fishery. An old man
tells me that the people used to go there every October and November, and after catching all they could
they would return to their homes to plant potatoes. There were six pa (fishing-allotments) at Opurere,
and, beginning from the south side, the names were (1) Mataniho-o-Muka, (2) Tu-kutu-tahi, (3) Te-awa-
inaka, (4) Patu-moana (this is a small island), (5) Rau-tawhiri, (6) Te Rerewa.

Other places at which kanakana might be caught were Te Rere-o-Kaihiku (Kaihiku Falls), Hehetu a small
fall where the Orawia runs into the Waiau, Waipapa-o-Karetai, on the Silverstream, and elsewhere.

It must not be thought that persons entitled to take the lampreys from a certain section of rock could
proceed to do so at haphazard. It was a matter that had to be gone about with karakia(incantations) and
due observance of time-honoured customs. Each of the falls was protected by a

guardian taepo * (spectre), and if a person offended against tradition, woe betide him. The taepo of the
Mataura Falls was a magic dog. It was explained to me as a rock which stuck out of the water about
where the Mataura Freezing-works are, and, although it looked like a rock at ordinary times, to one who
was guilty of desecration it would miraculously change, and appear as an ogre possessing a dog's head,
paws, and body, but with a fish's tail. The luckless wight who saw it thus was doomed to disaster unless
he could invoke powerful charms to ward off the evil.



The taepo of the Pomahaka Falls was also an uncanny thing to provoke. It frequented the tiny island
known as Patu-moana, and took the shape of a giant eel. These spectres did not trouble those who
proceeded to take the kanakana in the correct manner as prescribed by ancestral usage.

To supplement what the Maori told me about the kanakana, I may add that the late Mr. N. Chalmers, of
Fiji, writing to me in 1910, said, "I reached Tuturau in September, 1853. This was in

the kanakana season, and I was much interested in the way in which the Natives caught the lampreys.
On the top of the falls there are—or were at that time—three large potholes about 6 ft. deep, and full of
stones. These were cleared out and strong stakes put in each; then as the kanakana came crawling up
and clinging to the rocky wall of the falls the Maori, leaning on the stakes, reached out their hands and,
grasping the fish, put them in the korari eel-pots handy. It took them only about ten minutes to fill one
pot, when another took its place. The superstition of the Maori is very marked, for Reko told me that if an
enemy or any one threw a firestick into the falls, then the kanakana would desert the locality; so,
needless to say, I was very careful to avoid hurting their feelings... When I was at Hokanui in 1858 I had
a stockman called George, a Sussex man, who came to the house one afternoon with a face as white as
a sheet and swearing he had seen an eel at least a mile long at the Longford (now Gore). I got on my
horse and went with him, and when I saw the phenomenon I was not surprised at his statement; for I
saw a column of kanakana more than a mile long, swimming in a round mass exactly like a large eel, so
beautifully were they keeping a circular shape.” Mr. F. L. Mieville, who stayed at Tuturau in 1854, writes,
“The natives were very good to us and supplied us with potatoes, also kanakanas much resembling
leather with a strong flavour of train-oil—they were dried and very hard.”

Source: http://rsnz.natlib.govt.nz/volume/rsnz_52/rsnz_52 00 000710.html accessed 10" November 2016
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Hokonui Runanga -
Whakapapa

Ka tou rere ku ia E Paihere-kowao
Ta rereka te mata na Maraki

Ki te iwi e-----------

he Mataura Valley has, for centuries, hosted
trails known to many generations of southern Maori. The many names denoting
landmarks, land forms, rivers and tributaries, attest to nearly a thousand years of
continuous knowledge and understanding of the area.

From the earliest explorers such as Rakaihautu of the Uruao waka (canoe),
Paiherekowao, Tamatea Ariki Nui of the Takatimu waka (canoe), the Waitaha
(including Rapuai and Hawea people) who began the fires of occupation in the time of
the giant flightless moa, to the coming of Kati Mamoe, and latterly Kai Tahu (Ngai
Tahu) people.

The deeds of prominent personalities are inextricably linked to local landmarks, and
remembered today - those of Kati Mamoe chief Te Rakitauneke whose famous taniwha
(dragon) Matamata now forms the profile of the Hokonui Hills, and Paroparo Te
Whenua whose discovery of kakakana (lamprey) favoured the waterfalls at Mataura as
a major seasonal food gathering site. These histories are punctuated also by the
inconsolable grief of Hautu, who acting on the loss of his wife Nuku and child on a
hunting expedition in the northern reaches of the valley, composed a moving lament
on the terrace of East Gore (a place known as Onuku).

The Mataura River, along with its accompanying natural trails, guided early travellers
from the pounamu (greenstone) fields of the west to the coastal regions of the east
and south. The valley's accommodating typography ensured regular visitations from
both passing travellers and those gathering seasonal food (including eel, native trout,
duck, weka, lamprey) and other commodities such as the highly valued stone,
porcelanite - used for making knives. These trails were at times utilized by trading
and marriage parties, and sometimes warriors seeking utu (revenge) to maintain their
mana and control over local resources.



ket e —-Encampment sites denote many types of mahika
kal (natural food gathermg 51tes) available within the valley - Waikakahi (the Waikaka
Stream flowing into the Mataura River) indicates a source of kakahi (freshwater
mussel) and Te Au-nui Pihapiha Kanakana (the falls at Mataura) indicates a source of
kanakana (lamprey) (see photo right). Other sites were well known and well used,
such as Wharekorokio (a significant eeling encampment) at a site known locally as
Pyramid.

A number of prominent landmarks aided travellers with directional bearings. Some
trails led specifically to notable food-gathering sites, others skirted around difficult
terrain (such as the swamps at the site of Gore) while providing some limited food
gathering opportunities for those en route to the settlements of Tuturau and those
further south, or alternatively via the Mataura's eastern banks and north-west towards
Central Otago. East Peak (Hoka-nui), Pyramid Hill (Kowhaka-ruru) and West Dome
(Tarahau-kapiti) were all important reference and surveillance points.

The late 18th and early 19th centuries saw struggles of ascendancy between factions
of Kati Mamoe and Kai Tahu, culminating with the naming of significant battlegrounds
such as Waitaramea near Five Rivers. The only incursion into the territory of southern
Maori by a northern tribe came via Ngati Tama chief Te Puoho’s raid of ¢.1834. His war
party travelled the length of the South Island and followed the Mataura River south to
capture the small settlement of Tuturau, only to be quickly repelled in what is
regarded as the last instance of inter-tribal combat in New Zealand.

Subsequent to the unsuccessful raid by Te Puoho, Tuturau, the only permanent
settlement in the Mataura Valley, became home to notable guide Reko. He was
invariably the first point of contact and sole source of hospitality for early European
surveyors charged with charting inland Southland and the southern lakes. Reko's
ability as a guide and his vast knowledge of the southern landscape was pivotal to the
process of colonial exploration, and the accurate mapping of the inland regions of the
tower South Island - in anticipation of pending European settlement.

Source: http://www.hokonuirunanga.org.nz/whakapapa/




FRONTIER OF DREAMS

The Musket Wars

For most of the first four decades of the 19th century ferocious
intertribal wars raged throughout this green and unpleasant
land. Unlike the later ‘New Zealand Wars’ (in which only some
thousands of adult Maori participated), the shooting, clubbing
and cannibalism of these wars crimsoned both main islands
and even bloodied some of their outliers, making them truly
national in scope. But few general histories give them much
space. The duration, the impact and even the name of these wars
is debateable. One historian suggests calling them Potato Wars,
another downplays the importance of muskets (believing they
had more impact in the later wars), while a website euphemises
them away as ‘Maori on the Move’. But what is beyond doubt
is that they were unequalled for their ferocity and their extent.
The butcher’s bill for these wars is as hazy as many of the events,
but even if scholars now discount an earlier estimate of 80,000
deaths from fighting or disease, the lowest recent guesstimate,
20,000 plus, exceeds the New Zealand casualties in either of
the two world wars; and if measured in terms of casualties per
head of population, they were even worse. One battle alone,
Matakitaki in the Waikato in 1822, may have cost 2000 lives,
almost the body count for the entire New Zealand Wars.

The fog of these wars obscures all but the names of a
few protagonists who did their fighting under the noses of
journal-keeping Buropeans or who lived long enough to make
themselves useful or meddlesome to later colonisers. Men like
Hongi Hika in the Bay of Islands or Te Rauparaha around Cook
Strait have entered common folklore, generally demonised or
romanticised in settler storytelling as the hooliganish ‘before’
that had to make way for the desirable ‘after’ of a God-fearing,
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Warriors perfonn a haka in front of the pa at Ohinemutu.
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home-owning democracy. There is much more to it than that,
although as Angela Ballara, the Musket Wars’ latest historian
cautions, ‘if the main impression of these events is of a confusing
plethora of names of chiefs, hapu, people killed, the names of
their killers, words spoken, by whom and other innumerable
details, then the right effect has been produced. These words
were about people: individuals who killed or were killed, and
the reasons for these killings.””® There were plenty of them
‘taken by the hand of death/on the pathway of Kapa — the sign
of manliness’, as a female relative of chief Tiwaewae grieved in
her waiara in 1824.7

Mana and utu drove Maori warfare, Ballara reminds us. In te
a0 Maori, people were born with mana, the psychic power and
authority inherited from the powers of the gods among their
ancestors. The higher a person’s status, the more mana he or she
had, but everyone except for slaves had some. Although mana
knitted the fabric of society together and ordered relationships,
it was also fragile. Just as it could be enhanced, so could it be lost
or diminished, putting reputations or even lives at risk. Damage
the mana of a senior person and you harmed the group’s
mana. The words repayment and reciprocity come closer to the
meaning of utu in English than revenge. That helps to explain
why “utu was not a moral choice: in Maori cultural terms it was
an absolute necessity’.*’ Mana would be lost if utu was not taken.
There were, of course, other reasons for going to war. Men also
fought for land, for resources and for the sheer hell of it, just as
men have done in every society.

A complex system of tikanga (customary rules and rights)
or rikanga (customary practices) organised society, with warfare
being the ultimate sanction for breaching these codes. Warfare
was endemic in late 18th- and early 19th-century New Zealand,
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The snormous. elaborately decorated war canoes, waka taua, could carry
more than 150 men.
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( The Musket Wars
Principal battles and campaigns

—=Nga Puhi and other Tai Tokerau iwi 1813, 1520-23
—~ Nga Puhi and Ngatj Toa 1818-20

—— Ngati Tama 1516-37

I-
|

i
} == Amiowhenua (a number of northern hapu), l

Moremonui (Maunganui Bluff) (1&07) e %ﬁ

1
Te Tka-a-Ranganui (ms) \ “x

Taumatawiwi (1830)

\
&
Higakaka (1307) "

Matakitaki (1822)

Motunui (wzz)—.
Pukerangiora (1831)——-:6'—‘("
& - K

Haowhenua (1a34)
Te Kuititanga (1839)

7 Kapiti (1824)
A g —l

\
/ T é>\_Ommua (1833)
‘Te Paruparu (1833)
l Waiharaheke (1833
_ & Waihopai (1834)
4 Takahanga (1831)
Omihi (1829-30

: F*Ripapa (1826)
O—————Onawe (1832)
¥ LTakapuneke (1830)
Peraki (1839)

‘Wairewa (1825-26)

fhe Muskst Wars, too prolonged, bloody and complicated to fit on one map,
involved pitched baf( es, skimishes, lengthy campaigns and wholesale
migrations by iwi that redrew the tribal boundaries of the country, most
famously Te Rauparaha's celebrated leadership of Ngati Toa from Kawhia
down to Kapiti Island and the adjacent mainland. This map shows the
principal battles, and two groups of the many campaigns: the early, northern.
anes by Nga Puhi and a late southern one by Ngati Tama.
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FRONTIER OF DREAMS

in part because Maori society was a patchwork of small
independent communities — some argue that it was made up
of hapu in these times, rather than iwi — without any larger
political or legal institutions to appeal to. Marriage alliances often
kept the peace, as did diplomacy, the use of peacemakers, or
simply skedaddling out of harm’s way. Since the death of high-
status people required more utu, protagonists could minimise
bloodletting by killing slaves or people of lower station. Taua
muru, raiding parties that stripped offenders of their goods,
also kept violence to containable levels. In general, Maori tried
hard not to draw the blood of close relations, but in such a
fragmented, highly personalised society, and particularly during
the heat of battle, matters could quickly spin out of control.
Killing someone by mistake, killing too many high-ranking
people or inadvertently breaching someone’s mana or property
rights could all be grounds for war.

When did the wars start? Since chiefly mana had a long
pedigree and intertribal warfare was endemic, any starting point
must be entirely arbitrary. Nevertheless, it is worth remembering
that although muskets intensified the carnage over time (as did
cannon, iron weapons and implements such as swords and
axes), the motivation for this warfare was entirely traditional.
Furthermore, until the mid to late 1820s the impact of European

Strategically close to Cook Strait, Kapiti Isiand watched over trade routes in
addition to providing a place of refuge Te Rauparaha let several whalers and
traders use the island. Whaling was already declining when John Gilfilan
sketched the original watercolour from which Walter Bowring did this copy, Jillett's
(sometimes spelled Gillett’s or Gillet's) whaling station spread out along the
Waiorua beach. w Bowring, Alexander Turoball Library, D-018-012
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weaponry on the battlefield was probably less important than
we commonly suppose. Many of the early muskets flogged off
by traders were the wretched ‘trade muskets’, short-ranged (20
to 30 m at best) flintlocks, slow to reload and prone to misfire or
clog.* They usually lacked bayonets, making them useless in the
hand-to-hand phase of fighting. But like any new technology,
muskets emboldened their owners and had shock value when
used against people unfamiliar with them. Warriors got more
proficient with them over time and altered their fighting tactics
to accommodate the new weapons.

The trigger for the wars is often taken to have occurred in
1807, the year that Ngati Whatua ambushed a 500-strong Nga
Puhi taua (war party) near modern-day Dargaville, killing 150.
Among the survivors of the battle of Te Kai-a-te-Karoro (the
‘Seagulls” Feast’) was a minor Nga Puhi chief, Hongi Hika, who
lost two brothers there. This would have been cause enough for
uty, even if he took his time to exercise it against Ngati Whatua.
The various hapu and groups of hapu that made up Nga Puhi were
disparate and at first inclined to fight among themselves. What
made them important collectively was their early monopoly on
European technology and resources, although, ironically, some of
the longest-legged taua were launched by hapu with the smallest
number of muskets: for example, Ngati Whatua and western Nga
Puhi’s Te Amiowhenua (‘Endircling of the Land’) expeditions to
the Cook Strait region.

But Hongi, leader of the northern Nga Puhi faction, did
add a new edge to the fighting in 1821 when he returned home
from England where he had met King George and helped
Cambridge academic Professor Samuel Lee and missionary

Thomas Kendall prepare a Maori language grammar. At

Sydney on the way back, Hongi bought several hundred
muskets, which he used between 1821 and 1823 on

several extraordinarily successful and bloody

. campaigns against Ngati Paoa
S of Tamaki, Ngati Maru




When Worlds Collide

such trifles’.* More typical were the pained diary entries

of the missionaries, traders and others, who when

able to escape being drawn into the conflicts,

watched victorious war parties troop past

T } their doors, bearing human flesh by the
' ' ‘ basket-load. “Ten slaves have passed this
settlement laden with human flesh; and
considerable quantities have been sent

to other districts,” Paihia missionary
Henry Williams wrote in his diary

of Thames, Te Arawa of the Bay of Plenty and the
Waikato tribes. By now muskets were numerous

and important. And so were potatoes, as James
Belich reminds us. While it would be going
too far to rename the wars the Potato
‘Wars, the humble spud did give Maori
a reliable surplus with which to
sustain war parties for longer than
traditional crops could. Potatoes
joined pigs, flaxand smoked heads

as the commodities traded for on 13 February 1828.*
guns; 150 baskets of spuds and Even more famous than
Hongi was Te Rauparaha,

eight pigs would buy one gun
in the Bay of Islands in 1814.
Flax was important south of e

composer of the ‘ka mate, ka
mate’ haka. Buropean observers
tended to call him the ‘Napoleon

the Bay. ,{{ ~
As the first to have guns . of New Zealand’ on good days
in quantity, Hongi made the %, pu’ and ‘the old Sarpent’ on others.

Like Hongi, Te Rauparaha also
trickled down. In 1822, with his
small, vulnerable Ngati Toa iwi,
he began his epic trek down to the
Cook Strait region, fighting and
‘ accumulating alliances as he went.
o4 After a spectacular victory there in
Si AY 1824, Te Rauparaha turned Kapiti
Island into a combination bolthole and
trading base. From here he victualled
and loaded whalers and flax-trading vessels
and made war on his adversares. It was

most of them. Between 1821

and 1827, when he received

the wound that would kill
him a year later, Hongi and his
shifting alliances within Nga Puhi
slaughtered thousands, enslaved
just as many and looted canoe-
loads of treasures and heirlooms.
European observers were as horrified - \
as Maori. Frederick Maning, the ‘Pakeha .

Maori’ memorialist and champion yarn

spinner, felt that a friend who in 1822 had e

paid a cartridge-box of shells for a Maori woman

‘who was just going to be baked’
had paid ‘a great deal more than
she was worth’ but conceded
that *humanity does not stick at

Te Rauparaha took his defeated, outnumbered Ngati Toa tribe from Kawhia to
the new territories at the other end of the North Island. A military genius. he
quickly saw the advantage of muskets. Ngati Toa's great migration changed the
tribal structure of New Zealand forever. E Abbot. Hocken Library, University of Otago

%, New Zealand’s nearest thing to an African-style

conquest state.** Te Rauparaha
ravaged the mainland off
Kapiti but is best remembered
for his campaigns against the
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The Ngati Tuahuriri chiefs defending Kaiapoi were not
caught napping during the campaigning season of 1829. They
knew about Te Rauparaha’s bloody rampage through the
Marlborough Sounds and Omihi. After the Kai Huanga feud
they had adapted the pa for musket warfare. It was surrounded
by deep swamps on three sides (which also supplied fresh
water to the defenders) and the fourth, southern side had
been reinforced by massive, bulletproof wooden defences,
fitted with flanking projections and openings for muskets.
They had plenty of guns. Ngati Toa and allies were encamped
nearby, claiming to have come peacefully to trade. Some
did, indeed, enter the pa and trade guns, which turned out
to be defective, for pounamu. In revenge for an insult, and
under circumstances that were disputed, Ngai Tahu ariki
Te Maiharanui wiped out Te Pehi Kupe, Te Pokaitara, Te
Aratangata and his companions. Te Rauparsha and Te
Rangihaeata, who had remained outside, launched an atrack,
but failed to break through the defences and retired after
killing all the prisoners taken at Omihi and cooking and
eating them in full view of the occupants of the pa. The
message was plain. He would be back and Kaiapoi Ngai Tahu
would be on the menu next time.

Te Rauparaha returned in the summer of 1831-32,
having taken Kaikoura on the way down. The southern
chief Taiaroa came up and launched spirited attacks on
Ngati Toa, but lacked the numbers to break the siege, which
drew on as Te Rauparaha’s men sapped their zigzaggy way
slowly towards the palisades, bundling manuka at the front
and roofing over the saps to protect the workers. After
three months the huge brushwood piles rested ominously
aganst the palisading on the southern side of the pa,
accumulating faster than the defenders could remove them.
Te Rauparaha, reinforced by a Ngati Rarua taua led by
Niho, was just waiting for the right wind to set them
alight. Seeing the inevitable, Taiaroa and his men retired
one night. The defenders lit the manuka themselves in the
hope of driving the flames back on the attackers but at a
crucial moment the wind swung to the south, throwing it
back onto the dry palisades, which burst into flames. ‘In the
wild confusion caused by the raging gale carrying a blast of
choking smoke and dust into the pa, with flames and flying
debris, Te Rauparaha’s men were soon inside the defences.
Three or four hundred died that day, hundreds more were
captured ‘and at least one group was massacred’.’ Many
defenders fled through the swamps in the confusion, but for
days takahi taua (raiding groups) scoured the countryside,
killing or raping any they came across.

o

mainland’s Ngai Tahu. In the late 1820s the southerners had been
more interested in killing each other, fighting the aptly named
Kai Huanga ‘Eat Relations’, a bloody civil war between the tribe’s
northern and southern sections. Victory went to the better-armed
southerners in 1828, two years before Te Rauparaha fell on the
weakened northerners. For three years he rampaged through
northern Ngai Tahu lands, with devastating effect. The battles
and sieges still resonate: Kaikoura, Kaiapoi and Takapuneke and
Onawe pa at Akaroa, among others.

In the Takapuneke attack Te Rauparaha used the trading
brig Elizabeth as a Trojan horse, tricking Ngai Tahu into thinking
that it was just another innocent trading vessel. They captured
Ngai Tahu visitors to the ship, then launched a dawn attack on
the pa’s unsuspecting inhabitants. Three hundred were killed,
cooked and eaten and others enslaved. Imprisoned aboard the
charnel ship, Te Maiharanui and his wife strangled their 12-year-
old daughter to spare her sufferings. Near Otaki, Te Maiharanui
was hung upside down and had his throat pierced so that the
widows of Te Pehi Kupe, Te Pokaitara and Te Aratanga (whose
husbands had died at Kaiapoi) could drink his blood. The
Elizabeth’s master, Captain John Stewart, was reviled for his
part in Te Rauparaha’s subterfuge, but escaped prosecution at
Sydney on a technicality.

The killing peaked in the early 1830s and then fell away
sharply. There were still some prodigious feats, most notably
Te Puoho, who in 1836 and ’37 led a small Ngati Tama taua
1500 km from Golden Bay down the length of the West
Coast, over the Southern Alps and across Central Otago and
inland Southland to Tuturau, where Tuhawaiki defeated him.
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The Maori econamy changed dramatically in the first half of the 19th century,
as Cyprian Bridge's 1845 watercolour of a pa (probably Tamati Waka Nene's
pa at Okaihau) shows. European crops such as potatoes (right) could be soid
for cash or weapons and trade goods. The pa itself features strengthened
palisade walls and musket-holes around the base.
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FRONTIER OF DREAMS

Some limited fighting also took place in parts of the North
Island as late as 1843 and '44, but most of the heat had gone
from the intertribal wars by the end of the 1830s. Why? Just as
in determining the causes of the wars, there is no single, simple
answer. War-weariness certainly played a part. A great deal of
blood and treasure had been lost by a population that was
also coming under pressure from new infectious diseases and
from pushy colonists. In strictly military terms, the proliferation
of muskets had evened up the balance of terror, reducing
the likelihood of winning easy one-sided victories.”” So, too,
had changes to pa construction and to battlefield tactics, by
evening up the balance between attack and defence. “The wars
diminished in lethality as differentials declined in each region . ..
They began when and because some Maori had muskets and
potatoes, and stopped when and because everyone had them. "

Another factor was the growing impact of European
culture. The Christian message of peace, largely ignored for
a decade and a half, grew more attractive as an alternative
means of breaking the cycle of violence by ‘going mihinare
[missionary]’ and embracing a new value system. This was
especially attractive to people enslaved by conquest. Young
Maori seafarers and whalers returning materially rich also
probably felt constrained by traditional lines of chiefly authority
and subverted or ignored them. Finally, too, the impact of land
purchases by Europeans was making itself felt. These were
early days yet, but as large tracts of land changed hands and as
shiploads of settlers fanned out from their coastal beachheads,
tribal boundaries were becoming frozen and increasingly
irrelevant to the newcomers. Maori still called the shots, but by
the mid 1840s traditional wars of conquest and immigration
were becoming impossible.

_({",’”/

Settlers, not sojourners:
mihinare, Pakeha Maori and
shagroon colonists

The Devil may have the best tunes but, in New Zealand

missionaries, more habitual writers than most of thej

contemporaries, have cast a deceptively long shadow ove

our early 19th-century past. Their most enduring monument
Kerikeri, the ‘cradle of New Zealand’, glosses up the iconic
mission station of the Church Missionary Society (CMS); there
the country’s oldest buildings, the 1822 Mission House and the
fortress-like 1835 Stone Store, both elegantly preserved, overlook
the yachts in the inlet. But for the site of the first station, you
must drive north-east a few kilometres and then walk down
a steep farm road to deserted Rangihoua Bay, where it takes
sharp eyes to detect beneath the grass the faint archaeological
impressions of houses, paths and a sawpit. It was here between
1814 and 1832 at Oihi Mission Station, overshadowed in every
sense by towering Rangihoua pa, that

Marsden preached his famous first sermon; here that he
privately flattered himself the ‘English flag’ would wave untit
Maori ‘enjoyed all the happiness of British subjects’; here that

his dependent missionaries, having failed to convince the
‘barbarian savages’ of the Ssuperiority of other than martial
civilisation, traded in civilised arms; here that brotherly

love waxed so hot that teacher Kendall stabbed F |
blacksmith Hall with a chisel, only to be repelled by

horse-pistol fire. And here that nary a convert to

Chnistianity was made.®®




MAWHERA
ARAHURA
HOKITIKA

100km

Kapara-te-hau
(Lake Grassmere)

KAIAPOHIA (KAIAPOI)

The route taken by Te
Pucho’s war-party
through the South Island
in 1836. More detailed
maps of the areas
covered by the two
rectangles appear on
Pages 21 and 31
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5: Tuturau Captured

Tuturau was a long-established kaika. Traditionally it had been founded
by the Katimamoe chief Paroparo Te Whenua who had climbed to a high
point on the Hokonui Hills behind his camp at Croydon Bush when he
was caught in a heavy, but brief, downpour. The Mataura rose and fell
quickly and, as Paroparo watched, many seagulls flocked to the area about
the falls. His curiosity aroused, Paroparo went to investigate and found
hundreds of kanakana (lampreys) clinging to the glistening rocks where
they had been stranded by the falling water level. ’

Te Aunui (‘great current’), or the Mataura falls as they are now known,
are formed by the river dropping over a series of hard limestone reefs about
six metres high. Up these vertical faces, each September and October,
wriggled masses of migrating lampreys, small eel-like fish distinguished
by a powerful suction disk on the head which is used to hold on to their
prey or, in this case, to the rock surface. In September of 1853 Nathanael
Chalmers, who was about to begin his trek through Central Otago in the
care of Reko and Kaikoura, had an opportunity to observe kanakana
fishing: ‘On the top of the falls there are, or were at that time, three large
“potholes” about six feet deep and full of stones. These were cleared out
and strong stakes put in each; then as the kanakana came crawling up
and clinging to the rocky wall of the falls the Maoris, leaning on the stakes,
reached out their hands and grasping the fish put them in the korari (eel-
pots) handy. It only took them about ten minutes to fill one pot, when
another took its place. The superstition of the Maori is very marked, for
Reko told me that if any enemy threw a firestick into the falls then the
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